WORK   UNDER    FIRE

against 450,000 pesetas set aside for this purpose in the last
Monarchist budget.

The struggle against adult illiteracy was carried on with great
firmness and enthusiasm. Cultural militias and flying brigades
were created. The former carried out their work in the barracks,
and even in the very trenches, and thanks to their efforts 75,000
soldiers were taught to read and write. The flying brigades visited
towns and villages, and devoted themselves to the task of providing
more than 300,000 adult members of the civilian population with
an elementary education.

The Government also entrusted the Consejo Central de Arckivos,
Bibliotecasy Tesoro Artistico (Central Council of Archives, Libraries
and Art Treasures) with the task of improving and adding to
the public libraries. In Spain neglect of these amenities was
traditional. In one provincial capital the only public library
had to rely for its entire maintenance on an annual revenue of
345 pesetas. Between March, 1937, and April, 1938, this Council
organized twenty-two municipal, six rural, and seventy-nine
school libraries, and, at a cost of seven million pesetas, bought
nearly half a million volumes for the existing ones.

In spite of the difficulties created by the war, the Government
not only paid due attention to secondary education, but did
everything possible to make it available to all. With this end in
view they established a system of scholarships from elementary
schools for the cleverer children, and when necessary provided
them with free text-books, and grants varying from. 200 to 450
pesetas a month, according to the age of the pupils and the income
of their parents. At the beginning of 1938, 3,716 scholarships had
already been awarded, and in that same year twenty-five million
pesetas were used for this purpose. Soon after the rebellion broke
out, the Republic also created Workmen's Institutes, where young
workmen were educated to matriculation standard so that they
could later on study for a career. Six of these institutes were
formed, and sixteen million pesetas set aside for their upkeep.

As far as the Spanish art treasures are concerned, the whole
world is a witness of the care taken by the Republic for their
protection and safety. This was unquestionably one of the